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The Gates of Hell 
 

In the northern part of ancient Israel, lay the city of Panis. As you may guess, it was 
named after the idol Pan. Situated at the foot of Mt Hermon, the melting snow from 
that mountain becomes the headwaters of the River Jordan. When we think of Pan, it is 
possible that a cute Disney cartoon comes to mind, skipping around with a pan-flute 
and playing harmless pranks. The reality is far darker. 
 
Pan was an evil “god.” From his name we get words like panic and pandemonium. Hu-
man sacrifices, typically children, were offered to this goat-man idol at the headwaters 
of the Jordan. Blood flowed downstream from the altar that was situated in the gaping 
maw of a cave in Mt Hermon called the “Gates of Hell.” It is no surprise that, when peo-
ple went searching for an image to depict the devil, Pan became the prototype. 
 
In the days of Jesus, Panis had been renamed Caesarea Philippi by Philip the Tetrarch 
and was given the complete Roman upgrade. However, Rome recognized Pan as a deity 
and so the horrors of Pan worship continued. It was in this general area that Jesus and 
his Apostles came one summer day, about a year before he was crucified (Matthew 
16:13-20; Mark 8:27-30). Matthew tells us: 
 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, 
others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He 
said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter replied, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18And I tell you, 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the king-
dom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  
20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the 
Christ. 

 
A lot of good stuff has been written about this event. It has been noted that none of the options the people consid-
ered put Jesus in some ordinary category, like “great motivational speaker.” There was something special about him, 
some connection to the Divine. People have rightly pointed out that the identification of Peter includes the full Messi-
ah package. Jesus is God in the flesh come to redeem his people from sin, death and the devil. Sermon after sermon 
has been preached about how Jesus points out that this confession, this faith, is a gift from God. Again, countless ser-
mons have correctly identified this confess of Peter as the rock on which the Church is built. All of these are also great 
Epiphany messages, as they all teach that Jesus is so much more than just a man. 
 
However, I’d like us to take a moment to think about Jesus’ comment concerning the “gates of hell” in light of where 
he was. Jesus could have identified the devil’s opposition in any number of ways. He could have said, ‘the power of 
hell,’ or ‘the empire of hell,’ or the ‘armies of hell,’ or whatever, but he said the “gates of hell.” In that very area, Pan 
guarded the “gates of hell” and his worshipers offered their grizzly human sacrifices. Peter is given the keys to heav-
en, which is the gracious confession that Jesus is the Christ. Faith in Jesus opens the gates of heaven. This is in oppo-



sition to Pan and all the so-called Roman deities: they are pathways to hell. But the devil will not win the day. Pan’s 
perceived power is a farce, as is the perceived power of all who oppose Jesus. As the Roman “deities” faded into my-
thology, so will all of God’s opponents. 
 
An interesting way to read the story of the plagues in Egypt is to ask which 
Egyptian idol was being targeted by each plague. God shows himself superior 
to all their idols. Here, Jesus is showing himself superior to all Roman idols. 
But the path Jesus uses is unexpected. As sacrifices were made at the “gates 
of hell,” so a sacrifice would be made at the gate of heaven. However, it is not 
our sacrifice but the sacrifice of “the Christ, the Son of the living 
God” (Matthew 16:21) His blood flows so that we might be redeemed and 
enter into our heavenly home. Jesus’ death destroys the power of the “gates 
of hell.” Jesus’ death gives the keys of heaven the power to open wide the 
gates of glory. 
 
What a blessing that our God is our Lord Jesus. He is our Savior. He is God in the flesh. The gates of hell will not pre-
vail against him or his Church. Amen.  
 

 

 

Digging In 
The Nicene Creed 
 
First Article, Part 9 
 
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 
and invisible. 
 
 

In our last article we looked at the creation of angels. This comes under the concept of God as the creator of all 
things invisible. We saw that it seems likely, but not certain, that angels were created on the first day. It also seems 
likely that the fall of Satan didn’t happen until after the seventh day. This is because God evaluates creation as very 
good on the seventh day, and that evaluation seems unlikely if Satan had already fallen. So the fall of Satan and the 
corrupted angels probably happened sometime after day seven and before the fall of humanity. No time references 
are given in the Bible, so we don’t know how long Adam and Eve lived in Eden or how long until Satan led his foolish 
rebellion. I think it all happened rather quickly because Adam and Eve were told to “be fruitful and multiply.” At the 
fall, they had not yet done this and I don’t think they would have waited a long time. However, in the end, a quick fall 
is an opinion and not a fact or doctrine. After all, in Genesis, the age of Adam when Seth was born was 130, the age 
of Seth when Enosh was born was 105, the age of Enosh when Kenan was born was 90, and so forth. To think that 
Adam and Eve live an extended period of time in the Garden before the Fall is not a stretch, in my opinion. 
 
The word “angel” means “messenger.” We often see them fulfilling such a role in 
the Bible. In Daniel 10:10ff, an angel appears to Daniel to explain a vision Daniel 
had received. In essence, he is a messenger. In Luke 1:11ff, the angel Gabriel ap-
peared to Zechariah with the message that John the Baptist would be born to 
him and his wife. In Luke 2 angels appear to shepherds with the message of the 
birth of Jesus (Luke 2:8-14). These examples also show us that the content of the 
messages of the angels tend to be about salvation. 
 
As messengers, angels are servants of God. We share that position with the an-
gels (Revelation 19:10; 22:9). God often uses that service for our benefit, as the 
writer of Hebrews tells us: “Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve 
for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation?” (Hebrews 1:14). Again we see 
that the service to us is related to salvation. 
 
From a passage like Jude 1:9, which calls Michael an “archangel,” it seems that the angels are in some kind of ranking. 
So, for example, Ephesians 6:12 has often been understood as referring to the ranking of spiritual beings: “For we do 
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over 
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” This passage does not refer to 
“angels” or “archangels” but that makes sense, as the passage is referring to spiritual beings that oppose our salva-
tion. 



 
Over the centuries a lot of speculation about the ranking of angels has been offered based on passages like Ephe-
sians 6, but the fact is that the Bible does not give us enough information to develop a hierarchy. Because the word 
“archangel” basically means “chief angel,” we can say that they are at the top of the hierarchy in power and majesty. 
Only Michael is actually identified as an archangel. 
 
Next month we will look a little more at the work of the angels. Until then, may “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all” (2 Corinthians 3:14). Amen. 
 

 

 

The Lutheran Hour:  A Devotion—Working Together 

But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked 

it, that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the 

same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one mem-

ber is honored, all rejoice together.... (1 Corinthians 12:24b-26).  

 

 Few Scriptures address the cooperative working together of the body of Christ as fully as 1 Corinthians 12. 

The apostle Paul's classic lines "If the foot should say, 'Because I'm not a hand. I do not belong to the body,'" and so 

on, these are embedded in our thinking as to how the church should function, and the need for all Christians to join 

ranks in its healthy operation. Surely, Paul knew as well as anyone the necessity for believers to look out for one an-

other. The early church's survival and growth depended on trusting in God to meet its needs, while the faithful were 

encouraged to do everything they could to help each other. 

 With pockets of believers spread across the Mediterranean in locations from Jerusalem to Rome, banding to-

gether as a tightly knit group—whether at Philippi or Corinth—this made excellent sense for Christians nurturing their 

faith and meeting the needs of their brothers and sisters. Serving those in need is often referred to by Paul (see Gala-

tians 5:13; Romans 12:9-13; Philippians 2:4) and, of course, Jesus (see Matthew 23:11; 25:35-40; Luke 10:25-37). 

 Today, there are many examples of those in the body of Christ attending to the 

needs of others, here and around the world. Nationwide, there are all sorts of denomi-

national assistance teams, disaster relief groups, and other organizations doing wonder-

ful work serving others. For instance, very active in these efforts are Disaster Response 

Teams and Mercy Medical Teams which operate through The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod. Depending on the need, they deal with everything from those impacted 

by California's wildfires to treating the sick in Madagascar. 

 On a different scale, but every bit as important, are Lutheran Hour Ministries' Men's NetWork service events 

like its annual WORK DAY. Here men's groups do everything from picking up and hauling trash to constructing hand-

icap-accessible home ramps. Another opportunity for service, the recently completed Men's NetWork GIVES BACK 

event had guys spreading Christmas cheer over the holidays. Here groups helped the homeless, shared Jesus' love 

and LHM resources with Christmas parade-goers, and handed out Thanksgiving Day dinners to those in need. 

 That's the power of the body of Christ in action. 

 Gustaf Wingren, in his book Luther on Vocation, offered this comment from Luther: 

"God does not need our good works, but our neighbor does." As Christians, good works are the 

things we should do—not as a way to merit salvation but out of love for God and His creation. 

Gene Edward Vieth, noted author, scholar, and emeritus professor of literature, said this about 

vocation and serving our neighbors: "In Jesus Christ, Who bore our sins and gives us new life in 

His resurrection, God saves us for eternal life. But in the meantime, He places us in our tem-

poral life where we grow in faith and holiness. In our various callings—as spouse, parent, 

church member, citizen, and worker—we are to live out our faith." 

 

  Arlen D. Besel – Ambassador 

 

 

 

 



February — Epiphany Continues:  

 Our Gospel lessons focus on the on-going miracles Jesus was doing 

in Capernaum. Unclean spirits were cast out and illnesses healed. Then 

comes the account of His calling of the Disciples. And in Luke 6 we read 

one account of the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus makes reference to the 

law of love and its fulfillment in our love of neighbor.  

 The Old Testament leads with Jeremiah and his calling to service. 

Jeremiah warns of the fall of Judah and the 70 year captivity. Needless to 

say his words were not welcomed. Then we are told of the work of Isaiah 

and the visions he describes that reveal the holy Lord of Hosts. Isaiah is 

also commissioned to show the house of Israel what is coming.  We return 

to Jeremiah and the dangers of trusting in mankind.  

 There is also a reminder of the days of Joseph as he meets his brothers in Egypt as the second ruler and for-

gives them their sin against him.  

 The Old Testament has great value by revealing our God and His promised Son. Although the New Testament 

includes the salvation message and history, the OT also reveals the Son and Holy Spirit.  We are urged to study the Bible 

for an increase in wisdom.   

  Arlen D. Besel– Worship 

 

 

Evangelism in Winter 

It’s cold outside! Brrr!! This means that we are all bundled up inside, waiting impatiently 

for spring! However, the lost & lonely are still lost & lonely, especially in winter when av-

enues of contact are minimized. What can we do about it? 

 

Well, there are a few ideas I have: 1) Write cards, make phone calls, send emails, but es-

pecially send cards! Tell your friends, neighbors, coworkers & family members that you 

are thinking about them, praying for them & are looking forward to seeing them; contin-

ue to invite them to church, especially during these cold months when there are fewer 

options to choose from! 2) Bake some warm, gooey cookies, make some hot cocoa, bake 

some bread & take it to a neighbor—rarely do people who are cold & isolated reject 

homemade goodies! 3) Let’s set a day to hand out hot cocoa, coffee & tea at a bus stop 

near church to warm up those waiting for a ride to the shopping center, work or home; 

imagine how surprised they will be when they realize it’s free & done out of love by car-

ing Christians in their neighborhood! 

 

Just keep sharing the love of Jesus in word & deed, even when it’s cold outside! 

 

Kitty Rickert, Evangelism Chair 

 

 

 

 
Good News! 

Well, we got the official word that our neighborhood garden, The ORCHARD, received a 

grant from UD for $500!! We are so excited that we can partner with our community in 

so many ways as we get this garden going! Thank you to everyone who has had a hand, 

or both hands, in this effort, from publicity, to laying it out, to getting it ready for winter; 

your efforts are truly appreciated. We have many plots already assigned for spring plant-

ing, but have room to add others in the size we have assigned, also allowing us plenty of 

room for composting, perimeter pollinators, etc. 

 



We will have another garden meeting with a Master Gardener associated with UD on Tuesday evening, Feb 12, 7 pm 

here at church. Plan to come & learn some more good gardening techniques & some “how to” info on making The 

ORCHARD successful from the start. 

 

 

More Good News!! 

The LWML chapter here at Our Redeemer is renewing its charter! Yippee! That means 

that all women who are members of this congregation are automatically members of the 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. We will be having a tea in spring to kick of our 

restart as Women in Mission. Please plan to join us on Saturday, April 27th as we cele-

brate  our renewed efforts to work for Jesus in our world together. We will plan our mis-

sions & express our hopes of how we will work for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

here in this place to bring the lost & erring into His kingdom through the LWML. If you 

have questions, please speak with Kathy O’Malley. 

 

Bulletin & Newsletter Information Dates 
Please have all information for the bulletin into the office no later than Tuesday of each week. Newsletter info is due 
no later than the 20th of each month to ensure its inclusion. Thanks! 
 
 
Build a Bag  (BAB) Project 
 
 
Come & help make sleeping bags for the homeless among us. Men are welcome, too! We 
gather at 10:00 am and stay until 2:00 pm. However, not everyone can stay for the full four 
hours. Any amount of time you can give is appreciated and helpful. If you plan to stay the 
whole time, don’t forget to bring something to eat for lunch. 
 
 
Upcoming Garden Meeting 
Once again, we will have the pleasure of having a master gardener speak to us about our neighborhood garden (as 
well as our own gardens) coming in February. Rick Rudd will be here at Our Redeemer on Tuesday, February 12th, 7 
pm, to talk about Cool vs Warm Season Veggies; Good Practices for crop rotation, intensive planting & interplanting; 
Garden Maintenance & Integrated Pest Management, plus help answer questions we might have. Please put this on 
your calendar & plan to attend! 
 
 
February Birthdays 

3 Paul Billy 

19 Hannah Marie Kruelle 

 
If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please call 
the church office. (302) 737-6176 or email Kitty at 
secretary.orlcde@outlook.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
Holy Land Presentation 
Pastor has set a date (weather permitting) for his Holy Land trip presentation at church: Saturday, 
2/23, 2 pm, right after BAB is done for the day. Mark your calendar! 

BAB Project 



1          Luke 2:29-32 

            Exodus 1-3 

2          Psalm 59 

            Exodus 4-6 

3          Psalm 60 

            Exodus 7-9 

4          Psalm 61 

            Exodus 10-12 

5          Psalm 62 

            Exodus 13-15 

6          Psalm 63 

            Exodus 16-18 

7          Psalm 64 

            Exodus 19-21 

8          Psalm 65 

            Exodus 22-24 

9          Psalm 66 

            Exodus 25-27 

10        Psalm 67 

            Exodus 28-30 

11        Psalm 68 

            Exodus 31-33 

12        Psalm 69 

            Exodus 34-36 

13        Psalm 70 

            Exodus 37-38 

14        Psalm 71 

            Exodus 39-40 

 

15        Psalm 72 

            Leviticus 1-3 

16        Psalm 73 

            Leviticus 4-6 

17        Psalm 74 

            Leviticus 7-9 

18        Psalm 75 

            Leviticus 10-12 

19        Psalm 76 

            Leviticus 13-15 

20        Psalm 77 

            Leviticus 16-18 

21        Psalm 78 

            Leviticus 19-21 

22        Psalm 79 

            Leviticus 22-24 

23        Psalm 80 

            Leviticus 25-27 

24        Psalm 81 

            Numbers 1-3 

25        Psalm 82 

            Numbers 4-6 

26        Psalm 83 

            Numbers 7-9 

27        Psalm 84 

            Numbers 10-12 

28        Luke 2:29-32 

            Numbers 13-15 

FEBRUARY BIBLE READINGS 


