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The Bible in a Nutshell
The Bible is an amazing book, no matter how you look at it. It was composed over a 1600-year period of time. Some
of the writers are known, like Moses and Paul, while other writers are unknown, like whoever wrote First and Second
Kings or Hebrews. Some of the writers were kings, like David. Some of the writers were leaders in the religious community, like Ezra. Some of the writers were straight out of the working class, like Amos and Peter. In spite of this diversity in writers and the great expanse of time over which it was written, the book has a consistent theme, a consistent view of salvation, a consistent message.
The apostle John give us an excellent summary of this consistent theme: “Now
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his
name” (John 20:30-31).
That this is not just the theme of John’s Gospel but of the whole Bible is shown
in many places. In Luke 24:25-27 we read that Jesus gave a Bible study showing that the entire Old Testament had
this theme. In 1 Corinthians 2:2 Paul summed up everything he preached and wrote by pointing to this theme. Peter
ended his Pentecost sermon (Acts 2), which ranged all over the Old Testament, with the main point that these passages are to bring us to faith in Jesus.
Now, as Lutheran Christians, we know that the entire Bible can be divided into either
Law or Gospel. How do Law passages fit into this general theme? They cut down all
the false and misleading props we might depend on for a right relationship with
God. They leave us with no recourse but to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that by believing we may have life in his name.
The Gospel passages show us Jesus and God’s love for us in him. They show us our
Savior. They show us God’s mercy, God’s forgiveness, God’s heart for all fallen humanity. So, for example, the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds are Gospel because they
are all about God and what he has done for us. He creates, he redeems, and he
sanctifies us.
In our age, as in all previous ages, the Bible is attacked and Christians are quick to defend it. As noble and Godpleasing as this defense may be, it comes with a danger. That danger is that we forget what the Bible is truly about
and wind-up focusing on minor issues. So we may defend the story of the Tower of Babel, and forget that it teaches
that we cannot reach heaven by our own efforts. We may defend the story of David and Goliath, and forget that it
points us to the greater “David,” our Lord Jesus, who defeats sin, death and the devil.

We have often heard that John 3:16 is the “Gospel in a nutshell.” It is a wonderful thought. However, John 3:16 is not
the only “nutshell” passage John wrote. John 20:30-31 could easily be called the “Bible in a Nutshell.” In it we find the
bottom-line meaning of all that is written in Scripture.
Blessings in Christ
Pastor

Digging In

The Nicene Creed
First Article, Part 3

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
So far, we have seen how unique it was, in the ancient world, for the Christian Church to
have a unified belief system. We also have seen how unique it was for the Christian Church to claim that there was
only one God, the God they worshiped. At this point one of two questions might logically be addressed: 1) Who is
this God? or 2) How do you know this? The creed moves to the first question, leaving the second question for the
Third Article when the work of the Holy Spirit is discussed. It is worth noting, though, that the Christian Faith is rooted
in the scriptures and not personal feelings, contemporary trends, or whatever. In other words, what we know about
God beyond natural knowledge (such things like there is a god or that god is powerful) is what he has revealed to us
about himself. This is why the Christian Church was able to have a unified faith.
The Creed begins our introduction to the true God with us telling the world we believe in “the Father.” While we have
to read the whole creed to see the Church’s confession of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, nonetheless we are given a big clue to the richness of the real God when that God is introduced as “Father.” While the word “father” can be
understood in many ways (Genesis 4:20-21; Jeremiah 2:27; 35:6; etc.), when the Creed refers to God as “Father,” it
finds its fullest meaning as a reference to the First Person of the Trinity as being the “Father” of the Second Person of
the Trinity (Luke 2:49; 10:21; Romans 15:6; Colossians 1:6; etc.). We will look at this relationship closer when we consider the Second Article of the Nicene Creed. For now, it is enough for us to recognize that, with this first word describing God, we have a foretaste of the Triune nature of God.
God was known as “Father” already in the Old Testament. However, it was not a dominant way of speaking of God.
Some examples include:
Do you thus repay the Lord,
you foolish and senseless people?
Is not he your father, who created you,
who made you and established you?
(Deuteronomy 32:6)
Father of the fatherless and protector of widows
is God in his holy habitation.
(Psalm 68:5)
He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father,
my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’
(Psalm 89:26)
As a father shows compassion to his children,
so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.
(Psalm 103:13)
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
(Isaiah 9:6)
Have you not just now called to me,
‘My father, you are the friend of my youth—
(Jeremiah 3:4)
With weeping they shall come,
and with pleas for mercy I will lead them back,
I will make them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble,
for I am a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
(Jeremiah 31:9)
Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we faithless to one another, profaning
the covenant of our fathers?
(Malachi 2:10)
With such passages we discover overtones of compassion, creator, sustainer, provider, mercy, strength, savior, and
the like. The name “Father” has very positive associations in the Bible.
In our day, as in every age, some people have suffered at the hands of their earthly fathers.
Perhaps they have abandoned their children and their wives. Perhaps these “fathers” have
abused their children or spouse. Perhaps these human fathers have failed to provide, protect, show mercy, and so forth. Those who have been exposed to such experiences can have
a hard time thinking of God as “Father.” To such people who have had the word “father”
damaged, I wish to say that the problem isn’t with the word “father” or with God as Father,
but with their flawed human father who failed to fulfill their role as “father.” The emotional
damage such people endure should not be made light of, but for such people, God as Father can be a very powerful counterpoint to the very flawed model their human father left
them.
In his Small Catechism, Martin Luther explains the opening words of the Lord’s Prayer: “With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father.” If the word “father” does not produce such sentiments
in you, perhaps you should include a modifier like “heavenly” or “loving” or “compassionate,” etc., when using the
word “father” for God. Such adjectives can help distinguish our perfect heavenly Father from the flawed model that
jumps into your mind.
The next thing we notice is that the Creed couples this phrase with creation. That
points to the Father as the source of all things. It is true that, within the Trinity, all
Persons of the Trinity are involved with Creation (John 1:1-3; Genesis 1:2). Nonetheless the Father is depicted as the source (Deuteronomy 32:6; Malachi 2:10). We will
pick-up this idea again, not next month but the month following (October).
Next month we will continue with our consideration of God the Father by considering
how this “name” relates to other “names” for God. Until then, may “the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all” (2 Corinthians 13:14). Amen.

August Continues Pentcost:
The Gospel lessons for August begin revealing the miraculous
works of Jesus, beginning with the feeding of 5000 as recorded in John 6.
Leaving that site, Jesus walks on water. The first of the “I Am” claims is to
the bread of life. He then makes this claim; ‘unless you eat the flesh of
the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves.’ This
claim drove away some followers.
Mark includes Jesus’ conflict with the Pharisees who could not ac-

cept Him nor give up their self-righteous actions.

The Epistle lessons in Ephesians 4 deals with church unity in one faith with its Sacraments. The message continues by listing the moral standards that are expected. We are to be imitators of God.
The Old Testament takes us to Exodus and the manna from heaven. The nation of Israel was blessed with
God’s presence and provision as they left Egypt, but thee people murmured against Moses and God. In spite of their
rebellion, God cared for them.
In 1st Kings we see Elijah as he flees from the threat of Jezebel after the Caramel victory.
In Joshua we revisit his final words to Israel as he reviews their history with the Lord and their travels out of
Egypt. He urges them to hold fast to God’s promise to them and serve Him only in their lives in the new land.
Arlen D. Besel – Worship

A Devotion From LHM:
Psalm 111:10 - The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who
practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever!
Years ago, when I was teaching confirmation class I got to the topic of the Lord's omnipotence. Considerable time
was spent on helping the class understand that God is powerful enough, He can do anything. Thinking we were finished, I took one last look at the class before I moved on to the next subject.
That glance showed a student with her arm up, her hand waving excitedly: "Pastor! Pastor! Pastor!" she said.
"Yes?"
"I know something God can't do."
I sighed. "Yes, just what is it God can't do?" I asked.

Her reply came in four words: "God can't please everybody."
My confirmand was right. The Lord can't win when -- at the same time -- He gets a prayer from a farmer asking that
rain be sent on his parched fields and a prayer from a child asking that there be beautiful skies, as his father has
promise to take him fishing, if it's a nice day.
What does the Lord do with the prayers He receives on the same day? One comes from a sick grandfather who is in
pain and ready to leave this world, and the other originates with the man's grandson who is not ready to say farewell
to his grandfather, his best and dearest friend.
Two weeks ago, Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte was in the news.
He made the news primarily because he let it be known the Lord doesn't please him. In fact, the president said, "God
was stupid." When his mostly Catholic country took offense at his words, he kind of clarified himself.

In his clarification, he explained: "What I said was your God is stupid. Mine has a lot of common sense." Some of the

things God has done which has disappointed the president are
1. placing the "tree of the knowledge of good and evil" in the Garden of Eden;

2. the doctrine of original sin;
3. Eve. According to the president, Eve was God's "greatest mistake."
Now the president has the right to his opinion. God has never forced anyone to believe anything.
On the other hand, as the psalmist said, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it
have a good understanding. His praise endures forever!" Respecting the Lord's wisdom and decisions shouldn't be a
hard thing to do. After all, our minds are small, finite, and subject to considerable error. In contrast, the Lord sees all,
forgets nothing, and was able to cause light to come from a billion-billion stars with a word.
More than that, even though we may not be able to understand all of the Lord's decisions, we can never doubt the
goodness of His intentions. The Father who sent His Son into this world to offer Himself as our ransom from sin has
shown His complete commitment to our salvation. We may never understand the rich measure of His grace, but we
can always offer up our thanks.
This devotion was written by Rev. Ken Klaus
Arlen D. Besel – Ambassador

Walking & Talking
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the herald, who proclaims
peace, who brings news of good things, who announces salvation, who says to
Zion, ‘Your God reigns!”
Isaiah 52:7
“For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus”
Romans 3:22b-24
As you no doubt know, we are walking our neighborhoods, both around our
church building and our own neighborhoods. The weather is good, so we
can get out and about, waving, smiling, greeting our neighbors. How will we
greet them? Will we just talk about the weather?
The prophet Isaiah, speaking by the Holy Spirit in the verse I opened with, states that our feet are lovely when we
speak about peace – true peace that is only found in Jesus; he states that, when we tell about good things – like the
love of God in Christ for all people – we are beautiful! Every time we share the truth that Jesus Christ came into the
world to save us and give us everlasting life – an eternity without pain or sorrow, sickness or death – we are graceful;
filled with God’s grace.
We, as Christians, understand that we are all sinners in need of God’s grace; this is an unpleasant truth, but one that
must be made known. How will someone want to know about Jesus as Savior if they don’t think they need saving?
And, truth be told, everyone sees the effects of sin all around them every single day: murders, bombings, thefts,
rapes; destruction of property and reputations; drug addiction, divorce, and child abuse. The list is endless.
We, as Christians, know that Satan revels in such horrors, but God, in his love and mercy, came down to earth to save
us from an eternity filled with all such evil. We are unworthy of such grace, but we are so thankful that it is ours
through faith in Jesus Christ! Because we are thankful, we share this great gift with those in our lives: family, friends,
neighbors.
As we walk our neighborhoods, whether it is on the last Saturday of each month in Chestnut Hill Estates or in our
own neck of the woods, let us take every opportunity to speak of God’s love in Jesus for all mankind, making our feet
truly beautiful in God’s sight!
Kitty Rickert, Evangelism Chair

Our Redeemer Annual Church Picnic Sunday, September 9, 2018
We will be having our annual picnic on Sunday, September 9th, following the service at the church this year.
Congregational Life will supply the hamburgers, hot dogs, beverages, rolls, and place settings.
A signup sheet for names, number attending, and food donations
will be on the bulletin board in the entry way (if you wish to participate).
If the weather permits some tables will be set-up outside.
You may also wish to bring some folding chairs for relaxing and
fellowship.
Volunteers will be needed for managing the grills, cooking and setup.
If you are interested please contact me by phone (302) 737-3234 or e-mail at wbesteder@aol.com.
Hope to see everyone there.
All our welcome!
Lina Besteder, Congregational Life

Bulletin & Newsletter Information Dates
Please have all information for the bulletin into the office no later than Tuesday of each week. Newsletter info is due
no later than the 20th of each month to ensure its inclusion. Thanks!

Neighborhood Garden Planning Meeting

We have a date for our initial meeting with Carrie Murphy, the Ag Extension liaison from UD! We will meet here at church on Tuesday, August 14th, at 7:00 p.m.
We need a core group to launch this neighborhood outreach, so come to this
meeting!!
Refreshments will be served, so please let Kitty know that you will be attending.
As you anticipate this planning meeting, there are copies of “Why Every Church
Should Plant a Garden…and How” available in the narthex. Please read it; it is a
well-done publication and will give us a good head start on this meeting.

If you know anyone in the Chestnut Hill Estates neighborhood who might be interested in our garden, tell them
about or bring them to this meeting! See you on 8/14!!

Church Directory Updating
Please use the attendance cards in the pews to update your
address, email, phone numbers, etc., or email this info to
secretary.orlcde@outlook.com. Thanks!

Would you like to experience a Sight & Sound
show? Now playing is
“Jesus” and it runs till the
end of the year. If you are
interested in going as a
group sometime between
now
and
December,
please speak with Ruth
Hewlett.

BIRTHDAYS
3
6
11
18
20
24
26
27

Mark Johnston
Pastor Rickert
Kevin Kruelle
Milton Steltz, Jr
Bonnie Johnston
Lian Noble Kline
Gary Bates
Loren Kline

ANNIVERSARIES
7
14

A. K. & Helga Kissell
Kevin $ Meghan Gerzevske

If your birthday or anniversary is missing from this
list, please email your information to me at:
secretary.orlcde@outlook.com.

Come Walk With Us!
Who: You, your kids, grandkids, dogs, neighbors…
What: Neighborhood Walk
Where: ORLC, 10 Johnson Rd.
When: Last Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.
Why: To get to know our neighbors, get outdoors, etc.

